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ENVIRONMENT, CLIMATE CHANGE AND LAND REFORM COMMITTEE 
 

AGENDA 
 

14th Meeting, 2017 (Session 5) 
 

Tuesday 16 May 2017 
 
The Committee will meet at 11.00 am in the Robert Burns Room (CR1). 
 
1. Decision on taking business in private: The Committee will decide whether 

to take items 5 and 6 in private. 
 
2. Subordinate legislation: The Committee will take evidence on the Forestry 

(Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 
(SSI 2017/113) from— 

 
Bill Brash, Environmental Impact Assessment Transposition Manager, 
Scottish Government; 
 
Brendan Callaghan, Head of Grants and Regions, Forestry Commission 
Scotland. 
 

3. Subordinate legislation: The Committee will consider the following negative 
instruments— 

 
Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2017 (SSI 2017/101); 
Flood Risk Management (Flood Protection Schemes, Potentially 
Vulnerable Areas and Local Plan Districts) (Scotland) Amendment 
Regulations 2017 (SSI 2017/112); 
Forestry (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 
(SSI 2017/113); 
Agriculture, Land Drainage and Irrigation Projects (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 (SSI 2017/114); and 
Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 
2017 (SSI 2017/115). 
 

4. Annual report: The Committee will consider a draft annual report for the 
parliamentary year from 12 May 2016 to 11 May 2017. 
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5. Wild Animals in Travelling Circuses (Scotland) Bill: The Committee will 
consider its approach to the scrutiny of the Bill at Stage 1. 

 
6. Work programme: The Committee will consider its work programme. 
 
 

Lynn Tullis 
Clerk to the Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Room T3.40 
The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 
Tel: 0131 348 5240 

Email: ecclr.committee@parliament.scot. 
 
 
The papers for this meeting are as follows— 
 
Agenda item 2 and 3  

Subordinate Legislation Cover Note 
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Agenda item 4  

Draft Annual Report 
 

ECCLR/S5/17/14/2 

Agenda item 5  
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Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 
 

14th Meeting, 2016 (Session 5) 
 

Tuesday 16 May 2017 
 

SSI cover note 
 
Purpose 
 
1. The five instruments being considered at the meeting are part of a package of 
instruments. Listed below are the titles of the SSIs (each links to full text of the 
instrument as well as any accompanying documents): 
 

 The Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2017 (SSI 2017/101) 

 

 Flood Risk Management (Flood Protection Schemes, Potentially Vulnerable 
Areas and Local Plan Districts) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2017 (SSI 
2017/112) 

 

 Forestry (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 
(SSI 2017/113) 

 

 Agriculture, Land Drainage and Irrigation Projects (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 (SSI 2017/114) 

 

 Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 
2017 (SSI 2017/115) 

 
2. The purpose behind the instruments is to implement the European Directive 
2014/52/EU (“the 2014 Directive”) which amends Directive 2011/92/EU on the 
assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment 
(also known as the Environmental Impact Assessment or ‘EIA’ Directive). 
 
3. In broad terms, the 2014 Directive requires an assessment of the 
environmental effects of any project which is likely to have significant effects on the 
environment. Any such project cannot go ahead without the consent of a competent 
authority, and the authority must take the assessment into account before deciding 
whether to give such consent. 
 
4. The Scottish Government consulted on the proposals in 2016 (this 
consultation did not include flooding activities) where it said that the 2014 Directive’s 
main aim was to “provide a high level of protection of the environment and to 
contribute to the integration of environmental considerations into the preparation of 
projects with a view to reduce their impact on the environment.” 
 
5. The Scottish Government added that as the requirements of the 2014 
Directive form part of European law, they must be incorporated into the domestic 

The%20Electricity%20Works%20(Environmental%20Impact%20Assessment)%20(Scotland)%20Regulations%202017
The%20Electricity%20Works%20(Environmental%20Impact%20Assessment)%20(Scotland)%20Regulations%202017
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2017/112/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2017/112/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2017/112/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2017/113/contents/made?regulation-40-1-b-ii
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2017/113/contents/made?regulation-40-1-b-ii
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2017/114/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2017/114/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2017/115/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2017/115/contents/made
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2016/08/2499
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legislation of Member States. The Directive nevertheless leaves it to Members 
States to decide how best to transpose these requirements. 
 
6. The Scottish Government has since published the responses to its 
consultation. 
 
7. The different instruments being considered reflect changes to how the EIA 
Directive has been transposed into scots law through SSIs. These include energy, 
marine licensing, agriculture, forestry and flood management. 
 
8. The ECCLR Committee has received a submission from RSPB Scotland 
highlighting concerns in relation to the Forestry (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2017 (SSI 2017/113). The full text of this submission can be 
read in Annexe A. 
 
9. Brendan Callaghan, Head of Grants and Regions at Forestry Commission 
Scotland and Bill Brash, Environmental Impact Assessment Transposition Manager, 
have been invited to give evidence on the instruments. 
 

Consideration by the DPLR Committee 
 
10. The Delegated Powers and Law Reform (DPLR) Committee has scrutinised 
each of the instruments to ensure that they are within the powers that the Parliament 
has delegated to Ministers in the parent Act as well as whether they are accurate, 
achieve the intended policy and that the drafting is clear to the end user. 
 
11. Following its scrutiny of each instrument, the DPLR Committee has drawn the 
attention of the Parliament to SSIs 2017/101, 2017/113, 2017/114 and 2017/115 
citing a number of issues. A summary of the DPLR Committees recommendations to 
each of the instruments, along with links to its relevant reports, can be found in 
Annexe B. For each of the four instruments, the Scottish Government has 
responded to the concerns by committing to bring forward amending instruments to 
make the necessary changes. This has been welcomed by the DPLR Committee. 
 
Procedure 
 
12.  Negative instruments are instruments that are “subject to annulment” by 
resolution of the Parliament for a period of 40 days after they are laid. All negative 
instruments are considered by the Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee 
(on various technical grounds) and by the relevant lead committee (on policy 
grounds). Under Rule 10.4, any member (whether or not a member of the lead 
committee) may, within the 40-day period, lodge a motion for consideration by the 
lead committee recommending annulment of the instrument. If the motion is agreed 
to, the Parliamentary Bureau must then lodge a motion to annul the instrument for 
consideration by the Parliament. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/eia-transposition-team/transposition-of-environmental-impact/consultation/published_select_respondent
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/eia-transposition-team/transposition-of-environmental-impact/consultation/published_select_respondent
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For decision 
 
13. The Committee is invited to consider any issues which it wishes to raise on 
these instruments and whether it wishes to make any recommendations in relation to 
the five sets of regulations. 
 
Clerks 
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Annexe A 
 

Submission from RSPB Scotland  
 

Parliamentary Briefing on the new Forestry EIA Regulations 
 
Summary 
RSPB Scotland supports the restoration and expansion of Scotland’s native 
woodlands and the creation of new woodlands in appropriate locations. However, it 
is important that appropriate safeguards are in place to protect and manage a 
mosaic of habitats and maximise the benefits that new woodland can offer to both 
people and wildlife. 
 
The proposed changes for the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Forestry 
Regulations will reduce the level of scrutiny given to forestry proposals.  RSPB has 
significant concerns about the implications for some of Scotland’s most important 
open habitats and associated priority species. The Welsh Government has rejected 
similar proposals due to concerns about environmental implications.   
 
We need to avoid repeating planting mistakes of the past. Poor regulation of the 
forestry industry previously led to inappropriate planting in areas such as the Flow 
country and significant sums of public money are currently being used to reverse and 
restore the damage caused to such areas.  
 
The proposal to change the screening threshold for new woodland planting is not 
required by the new EU Directive and would risk the appropriate implementation of 
the Directive.  The UK Forestry Standard (UKFS) is not a suitable alternative to the 
EIA Process as it a reference document which is primarily aimed at woodland 
management (as opposed to woodland creation). The UKFS is largely voluntary in 
nature and is not enforceable in law, meaning it is weaker than the EIA Directive, 
and associated domestic legislation, in providing protection for the environment.  
 
We recommend that: 
 

 Scotland retains existing screening thresholds to ensure that new woodland 

planting schemes are subject to the appropriate checks.  

 EIA guidance is developed to strengthen the assessment process. 

 The forthcoming Forestry Bill is used to promote the sustainable management 

of woodlands. 
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Background 
The Forestry (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 are 
being introduced in order to implement the new EIA Directive (2014/52/EU). The EIA 
Regulations should ensure that proposals for new woodland creation are adequately 
assessed to minimise their negative impact upon the environment, and actively seek 
opportunities to deliver gains. 
 
The new Regulations include proposed changes to increase the scale of woodland 
planting that can be undertaken without considering whether an EIA is required, 
raising the screening threshold considerably from 5 to 20 ha for new planting on 
“non-sensitive” sites.   
 
This change is of significant concern because: 
 

 We are aware of a number of recent cases where small scale woodland 
planting has threatened important habitats for EU Birds and Habitat Directives 
Annex 1 species such as golden eagle.   

 There is evidence to suggest that the 5 ha threshold may already too high to 
protect many small habitats such as flower rich meadows, which have already 
declined by 97%.  

 Forestry proposals < 20ha have previously required an EIA in the past 
because of their impact on priority species and habitats.  

 Other areas of the UK have opted to retain existing thresholds and/or enhance 
protection of vulnerable habitats. Therefore Scotland is at risk of lagging 
behind in terms of environmental protection.  

 
RSPB Scotland considers that increasing the screening threshold would risk the 
appropriate implementation of the EIA Directive. It could also risk the reputation of 
the Scottish Government’s afforestation agenda, as it could open the door for 
damaging privately funded planting below the threshold to happen without any 
requirement to check its impact with either Government or local stakeholders.   
  
The proposed changes to the screening threshold are not required in order to 
implement the new EU Directive, therefore should be retained and EIA guidance 
improved.      
 
The EIA process could be sped up by improving the EIA guidance that is available to 
land managers, bringing it more into line with the process for built developments. 
This will help to ensure that EIA supports the delivery of sustainable forestry, which 
contributes towards the Scottish Governments biodiversity and carbon targets.  
RSPB Scotland would be happy to input into this guidance. 
 
Context 
Forestry is a valued industry providing socio-economic, environmental and carbon 
benefits. Over this parliamentary session, there will be numerous public policy 
debates around the governance and delivery of forestry which requires balanced 
consideration and policy cross-compliance, including the consultation on the 
devolution and restructuring of the Forestry Commission as well as the upcoming 
Forestry Bill. RSPB Scotland will advocate for a Forestry Bill that will promote the 
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sustainable, integrated management of woodlands which deliver multiple benefits for 
the public good. 
 
The Scottish Government has proposed new targets to plant 15,000 hectares per 
annum by 2025. Whilst RSPB Scotland is supportive of appropriate woodland 
expansion, the Scottish Government needs to ensure these targets and policies align 
and are implemented in a manner which ensures integrated land management in line 
with the Scottish Land Use Strategy principles and objectives and through better 
integration with the planning system. For example, Regional Land Use Frameworks 
could be introduced across Scotland as a mechanism that will enable a more 
strategic approach to land use.  
 
The UK Forestry Standard (UKFS) is an existing set of guidelines for the 
management of woodland. It promotes sustainable forest management and is 
supported by RSPB Scotland. The EIA and UKFS complement each other to ensure 
that forestry generates benefits for people and wildlife. However, the proposed 
changes to the EIA afforestation thresholds mean that greater emphasis will be 
placed on the use of UKFS as the only mechanism by which potential environmental 
impacts will be assessed. As a “soft” mechanism, with no statutory power, it is our 
opinion that relying on UKFS only will be insufficient to protect biodiversity and the 
wider environment from potentially damaging woodland expansion.   Furthermore, 
UKFS is a minimum standard only, and does not represent an adequate alternative 
to the EIA and the opportunities it offers to create additional benefits to wildlife.  
 
Additionally, non- grant funded woodland creation may not be subject to UKFS. This 
is of particular concern in the context of an ongoing drive to encourage farmers and 
other landowners to develop small scale woodlands which will not be subject to EIA 
or, potentially, UKFS. Finally, we have concerns that the assessment of cumulative 
impacts of multiple forestry schemes in a localised area will not be adequately 
assessed under the proposed threshold changes. This represents a significant threat 
to small habitats and widely dispersed populations of key species, such as breeding 
waders.  
 
We therefore are of the view that any changes to the EIA regulations are 
unnecessary at best, and potentially represent a significant threat to the Scottish 
Government’s commitment to the delivery of biodiversity conservation and other 
environmental targets such as the protection of peatlands and other open habitats 
and species. Robust environmental assessment processes are one way in which we 
can ensure new woodland creation can exist alongside the protection of our 
vulnerable species and habitats. 
 
 
RSPB Scotland 
9 May 2017 
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Annexe B 
 

Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee consideration 
 

At its meetings 25 April and 2 May 2017 the DPLR Committee considered all five of 
the instruments covered by this paper. The full text of the DPLR Committee’s report 
is available at: 
 

 Subordinate Legislation considered on 25 April 2017 

 Subordinate Legislation considered on 2 May 2017 
 
For ease of reference, the Committees recommendations on the four instruments it 
agreed to draw the attention of the Parliament to are provided below: 
 
Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 
2017 (SSI 2017/101) 
 
Recommendations 
The Committee draws the instrument to the attention of the Parliament on ground 
(h), as the meaning of regulation 30(1)(c) could be clearer. Regulation 30(1)(c) refers 
to a notification to “those authorities”. The provision could be clearer, as the intention 
is to refer to the “consultation bodies” as defined in regulation 2(1). 
 
The Committee draws the instrument to the attention of the Parliament on the 
general ground, as the Regulations contain the following minor drafting errors related 
to cross-referencing: 
 

a. Regulation 13(5)(b) refers to regulation 11(1) of the Environmental 
Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004, but it was intended to refer to 
regulation 11(2) of those Regulations. 
 
b. Regulation 18(1) refers to a notice published under regulation 21(1), but it 
was intended to refer only to regulation 14(2)(c). 
 
c. Regulation 29(3) refers to particulars in paragraph (2)(c), but it was 
intended to refer to paragraph (2)(a). 
 
d. Regulation 34 refers to regulations 30 to 32, but it was intended to refer to 
regulations 31 to 33 on electronic communications. 

 
The Committee welcomes the Scottish Government’s commitment to bring forward 
an amending instrument. 
 
The Forestry (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 
(SSI 2017/113) 
 
Recommendations 
The Committee draws the instrument to the attention of the Parliament under 
reporting ground (h) as the meaning of the following provisions could be clearer: 
 

https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/Committees/Report/DPLR/2017/4/26/Subordinate-Legislation-considered-on-25-April-2017-1#Points-raised--instruments-subject-to-negative-procedure
https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/Committees/Report/DPLR/2017/5/3/Subordinate-Legislation-considered-on-2-May-2017#Points-raised--instruments-subject-to-negative-procedure
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 Regulation 14(4)(a) refers to the “date of the request”, but it was intended to 
refer to the “date of receipt of the request”. 

 Unlike article 5(2) of Directive 2011/92, as amended by Directive 2014/52/EU, 
regulation 15(5)(a) does not state that the “specific characteristics” of the 
project include its “location and technical capacity”. 

 
The Committee also draws the instrument to the attention of the Parliament under 
the general reporting ground, on the basis that regulation 15(2)(a) is inconsistent 
with regulation 12(2)(b)(ii) and equivalent provisions in the Electricity Works 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017. Regulation 
15(2)(a) does not provide that a request for a scoping opinion of the Commissioners 
should include “a description of the location of the development”. 
 
The Committee welcomes the Scottish Government’s commitment to bring forward 
an amending instrument. 
 
Agriculture, Land Drainage and Irrigation Projects (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 (2017/114) 
 
Recommendations 
The Committee draws the Regulations to the attention of the Parliament under 
reporting ground (h) as the meaning of the definition of “project” in regulation 2(1), 
used throughout the Regulations, could be clearer. 
 
The definition could more clearly provide that it includes the execution of 
construction works or other installations or schemes which involve: 
 

(i) the use of uncultivated land or semi-natural areas for intensive agricultural 
purposes, 
(ii) restructuring of rural land holdings on agricultural land, 
(iii) irrigation, or 
(iv) drainage, 

 
rather than construction works or other installations or schemes in general. 
 
The Committee draws the Regulations to the attention of the Parliament under 
reporting ground (i), as the definition of “scoping opinion” in regulation 2(1) appears 
to be defectively drafted. The definition includes an informal drafting comment, “[why 
not written statement]”, which should have been omitted before the instrument was 
made. 
 
The Committee welcomes the Scottish Government’s commitment to bring forward 
an amending instrument. 
 
Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 
2017 (2017/115) 
 
Recommendations 
The Committee draws the instrument to the attention of the Parliament under 
reporting ground (i), in respect of the following instances of defective drafting: 
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 Regulations 40 to 42 purport to revoke and make transitional provision in 
respect of the “2007 Regulations”. However, there is no definition of this term. 

 Paragraphs 19 and 20 of schedule 1 and paragraph 3(k) of the table in 
schedule 2 refer to the “CCS Directive”. However, there is no definition of this 
term. 

 
The Committee draws the instrument to the attention of the Parliament under 
reporting ground (h), as the meaning of the following provisions could be clearer: 
 

 Regulation 11(2) refers to the “date of the request”, but it was intended to 
refer to the “date of receipt of the request”. 

 It is not clear if regulation 16(1) permits publication of an EIA report other than 
by notice and whether such an alternative method of publication would 
engage the requirements of regulation 16(2). 

 
The Committee draws the instrument to the attention of the Parliament under the 
general reporting ground, in respect of the following relatively minor drafting errors: 
 

 Regulation 34(4)(b) and (c) refer respectively to regulations 26 and 30, but 
were intended to refer to regulations 30 and 31 respectively. 

 The word “regulation” is missing between the words “screening opinion under” 
and “10(1)” in the third line of regulation 41. 

 
The Committee welcomes the Scottish Government’s commitment to bring forward 
an amending instrument.  
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Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 
 

14th Meeting, 2017 (Session 5)  
 

Tuesday 16 May 2017 
 

Draft Annual Report 2016-17 
 

Introduction 

1. This report covers the work of the Environment, Climate Change and Land 
Reform Committee during the Parliamentary year from 12 May 2016 to 11 May 2017. 

Membership Changes 

Previous Members of the Committee during the reporting year: 

 Gail Ross (from 8 June 2016 – 6 September 2016) 

 Jenny Gilruth (from 6 September 2016 – 30 March 2017) 

 

Source: Image © Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body – 2017. Licensed under the Scottish Parliament Copyright 

Licence 
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Inquiries and Reports 

Evidence Sessions 

2. The Committee hosted evidence sessions throughout the year and began by 
hearing from the Cabinet Secretary for Environment, Climate Change and Land 
Reform, Roseanna Cunningham MSP, on the newly established remit. 

 

Source: Image © Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body – 2017. Licensed under the Scottish Parliament Copyright 

Licence 

3. The first half of year was dominated by consideration of climate change issues, 
including the Scottish Government's draft Climate Change Plan, which the 
Committee scrutinised in collaboration with three other parliamentary Committees. 
The Committee also heard from the Committee on Climate Change, among other 
stakeholders, in connection with climate change mitigation and adaptation.  

 

Source: Image © Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body – 2017. Licensed under the Scottish Parliament Copyright 

Licence 
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4. The Scottish Natural Heritage Report on Deer Management in Scotland also 
featured prominently in the Committee's work programme, and the Committee took 
evidence across four meetings from a range of witnesses, including Scottish Natural 
Heritage, academics, representatives of deer management and conservation groups, 
as well as the Scottish Government, on the issue. The resultant report was described 
by one stakeholder as "one of the closest examinations of deer management in 
Scotland ever carried out." 

 

Source: Image © Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body – 2017. Licensed under the Scottish Parliament Copyright 

Licence 

5. The following topics were also the focus of evidence sessions: 

 The Crown Estate in Scotland; 

 Environment and climate change in the Scottish Parliament; 

 Appointment of the Scottish Land Commissioners and the Tenant Farming 

Commissioner; 

 Biodiversity: Scotland's Progress to 2020; 

 Draft Budget 2017-18; 

 Scottish Government Wildlife Crime in Scotland - 2015 Annual Report; 

 Scottish Water Annual Report 2015-16;  

 Review of the Protection of Wild Mammals (Scotland) Act 2002; and 

 Air Quality in Scotland. 

http://www.snh.org.uk/pdfs/publications/corporate/DeerManReview2016.pdf
https://scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk/news/environment-groups-strongly-welcome-new-report-deer-management-scotland/
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Bills 

Draft Budget 2017-18 

6. The Committee agreed to focus on the work of the Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency (SEPA), Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) and Marine Scotland in 
its scrutiny of the Draft Budget 2017-18 as much of the Scottish Government's 
spending within the ECCLR portfolio went to these public bodies and executive 
agency. Also, as the publication of the Draft Budget was delayed, it agreed to use an 
outcomes based approach. It considered how SNH, Marine Scotland and SEPA 
have each contributed to the Scottish Government’s national objectives from 2011 
until the end of 2016 and whether the success of meeting these objectives may have 
been affected by: 

 a declining budget over a number of years; 

 challenges faced in maintaining existing functions; and 

 the need to respond to changing priorities. 

7. In using this approach, the Committee was able to look at the outcomes 
achieved to date to better target its scrutiny of future spending. 

Legislative consent memorandums 

8. The Committee considered the Farriers (Registration) Bill (UK Parliament 
legislation) (LCM(S5)9) in February 2017. 

Subordinate Legislation 

9. Over the course of the year, the Committee scrutinised: 

 Five Scottish Statutory Instruments subject to the affirmative procedure; and 

 13 SSIs subject to the negative procedure. 

Petitions 

10. The Committee considered three petitions during the year. 

11. The Committee considered PE1490 on the control of wild goose numbers, 
which had been carried over from Session 4. It agreed to await the outcome of the 
SNH review of geese management policy before looking again at the issue. 

12. The Committee considered and closed PE1601 calling on the Scottish 
Government to make a decision on the status of European beavers in Scotland. This 
followed the Cabinet Secretary for Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform's 
announcement in November 2016 that Scottish Ministers were "...minded that the 
beaver populations in Knapdale in Argyll and in the Tay and Earn catchments can 
remain in Scotland." 

13. A petition by Logan Steele on behalf of the Scottish Raptor Group on a state 
regulated licensing system for gamebird hunting in Scotland was referred to and is 
currently being considered by the Committee. This consideration has included taking 
evidence from the petitioner as well as representatives from conservation and land 
management groups. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-04978
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Engagement and Innovation 

Engagement and Scrutiny Plan 

14. At its second meeting in September 2016, the Committee agreed its approach 
to engagement and scrutiny throughout the Parliamentary year. It identified key 
audiences, strategies and working practices which it wished to adopt to shape its 
work. It published its approach in September 2016. 

Stakeholder Engagement Events 

15. In September/October 2016, the Committee held a series of breakfast 
networking events to introduce itself to stakeholders relevant to its remit. 

16. One of the key audiences identified by the Committee for further engagement 
was young people. In January 2017, the Committee hosted an event to hear directly 
from young people working on environmental and climate change issues on how 
they would like to engage with the Committee and how the work of the Committee 
could be more accessible. 

 

Source: Image © Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body – 2017. Licensed under the Scottish Parliament Copyright 

Licence 

Other events 

17. Members of the Committee also: 

 Carried out visits to: 

o the Crown Estate's Applegirth Estate where it met with tenant 

farmers; 

o the Galloway Fisheries Trust; 

o The National Centre for Resilience; 

o The Crichton Carbon Centre; 

o the Scottish Water Shieldhall Tunnel Project; 

o the Registers of Scotland; and 

http://www.parliament.scot/S5_Environment/General%20Documents/20160930_ECCLR_approach_to_scrutiny_and_engagement_for_the_web.pdf
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o University of Edinburgh's FloWave facility to learn more about 

the Zero by 2040 Climate Strategy. 

 Met with the Norwegian Parliament's Standing Committee on Energy 

and the Environment; and 

 Spoke at: 

o National Farmers' Union Scotland (NFUS) AGM; 

o the launch of the Scottish Rural College's (SRUC) Rural 

Scotland in Focus Report; and 

o Scotland Policy Conferences "Next steps for environmental 

policy in Scotland - natural capital, biodiversity and delivering 

sustainable economic growth".  

Equalities 

18. The Committee has focussed on improving the accessibility of its work to a 
variety of audiences. This includes the use of video conferencing to take evidence 
from witnesses where issues in giving evidence in person at the Scottish Parliament 
were identified. 

19. The Committee explored what work was being undertaken by stakeholders in 
order to improve access to biodiversity and outdoor pursuits by disabled people 
during its consideration of Scotland's progress towards 2020 biodiversity targets. 

20. The Committee has also sought to ensure its panels of witnesses are gender 
balanced. In the first year there have been 75 appearances by male witnesses and 
31 appearances by female witnesses. 

Meetings 

21. The Committee met 29 times during the Parliamentary year. Two meetings 
were held entirely in private and 27 other meetings included items in private. 

22. The Committee met in private to consider draft reports. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10600&i=97536&c=1944057#ScotParlOR
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